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From Pastor Jayneann’s pen
On my way to or from Israel/Palestine in November (I don’t
remember which, those flights are all a blur) I watched the movie
Avatar. It was a way to pass some time. Being environmentally
minded I enjoyed the movie, but I’m not going to talk about that.

WAUSAU, WI 54403

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In the course of the movie, the lead
male and female characters bonded. I
was struck by the way in which their
culture – fictional though it was –
identified that they were claiming the
relationship.

Live and Share God's Love

Sermon Series: See All the People
Sunday Worship Times
8:00 a.m.

Morning Chapel

10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary

With Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month.
As United Methodists, we practice Open Communion. All who are seeking God are welcome at Christ’s table.

Sunday, February 3

Sunday, February 17
4th Sunday after Epiphany

Theme:
Text:

Love. Now I Get It!
1 Corinthians 13; Matthew 21:28-31

6th Sunday after Epiphany

Theme:
Text:

7th Sunday after Epiphany

5th Sunday after Epiphany

Text:

Luke 6:17-26

Sunday, February 24

Sunday, February 10
Theme:

The Expectant Crowd

The Pressing Crowd
Luke 5:1-11

Theme:
Text:

The Questioning Crowd
Luke 6:27-38

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WAUSAU

“I see you.”
It’s a special thing when we feel that
someone really, truly sees us as we
are. So often we want to remake
people and they want to remake us.
We want to fit others in the niches
we already have in our lives. Instead
of welcoming them in all their quirky
fullness, we say or hear, “If only
you’d… (fill in the blank)” or “Why
do you…”
How wonderful when we can know a
person completely and accept them
just as they are. And how precious it
is to us when we feel known and
accepted just as we are.
Two thousand years ago, people were
always around Jesus because of his
preaching, teaching, and healing.
Jesus truly saw all the people; and as
a result, people were always with
him.
As we work to make more and
deeper connections in our
communities, we would do well to
follow Jesus’ example, to notice how
he responded to the crowds.

let’s see what new and familiar ways
we can come up with to make
connections with the people in our
communities.
Besides this, let’s keep going with
our Breakthrough Prayer. This prayer
is a way for all of us, together, to ask
God to reveal the direction God
would have us go, the ministries God
would have us tackle, the people God
would have us know. Like I
mentioned last month, we are asking
God to do what we cannot do on our
own – even when it means changing
our church, even when it means
changing ourselves.
God, our hope beyond our own
abilities and our light in the
shadows, help us to draw close to
you and to notice your actions
that are as many and as varied
as the snowflakes. Let something
wonderful begin through us.
Amen.

So let’s keep praying. And let’s keep
watching for some of the many ways
that God is breaking through into the
life of First Church.

Beginning February 10th, we
will be starting a new worship
series called, “See All the
People.”
In this Season after Epiphany
(that’s what we call the time
after Christmas but before Lent)
715.842.2201

fumcwausau.org

This is part of an article (edited) that can be found at
umcdiscipleship.org/resources/how-and-why-shall-weworship

Happy 80th Birthday to
Mary Ann Dykes!

How (and Why) Shall We Worship?
by L. Edward Phillips with Taylor Burton-Edwards

The worship committee is meeting for the first time.
The chairperson asks the pastor, “What are we supposed to accomplish with this committee?”
The pastor answers, “Our goal is to facilitate good
worship for our church.”
“How will we know when we have done that? The
idea of ‘good worship’ seems a little vague to me.”
The pastor suggests, “Let’s poll this committee to find
out what our expectations of “good worship” might
be.”

Baptism Gems

“I like worship that uses the old traditional hymns,
such as ‘Blessed Assurance.’”
“But my teenagers want gospel songs they can clap
their hands to! Remember how much they liked the
Christian rock music performed by that touring youth
choir?”
A teenager joins in, “I didn’t like that at all! I find it
embarrassing when my church tries to do that stuff.”
Another teen says, “I do like it, as long as it helps me
and all of us feel the presence of the Holy Spirit.”
“I think we should always say the Lord’s Prayer.”
“But do we have to say it every Sunday? I like it when
the pastor just makes up the prayer.”

Does this scenario sound familiar in your congregation? We know worship is important, and we want it to
be vibrant and vital. Yet, we have many diverse and
sometimes incompatible ideas of what “good” worship
on Sunday morning should include.
Some prefer what we call “traditional worship” that
gives us a strong sense of continuity with our tradition,
using traditional hymns, prayers, and creeds. Others
prefer what has been called “contemporary worship,”
which uses different technologies, leadership and music styles, and seems to appeal more to the experience
of God in the now than the people’s connection with
God across the ages and eternally. Some idealize worship that culminates in a call to conversion or commitment, while still others expect worship primarily to
inspire or challenge their thinking.
These differences in expectations turn out not to be
simply about style. More fundamentally, they’re about
what we think we’re doing in worship, what we understand the ultimate purposes of worship may be…
What do you believe about worship? What makes it
worshipful? How should a church decide what to
include and what to leave out? Share your thoughts
with our Worship Design Ministry Team – Margaret
Getzin, Meagan Fandrey, Lin Strong, Kurt Hornby,
Vicki Nowaczyk or Martie Pahris.

“Isn’t worship supposed to give us something to think
about?”

Missions Guatemala
Shareholder’s Dinner

STAFF

“We think all the time. We don’t need more thinking.
We need more of the presence of God.”

Pastor

The teenager speaks up again, “We can’t just think or
feel all to ourselves and call ourselves Christians,
right? We need worship to get us out there, to focus
more on the social issues and people all around us,
like hunger, or the homeless man who tries to wash
our windshields when we get in our cars.”

Faith Formation, Music Director Martie Pahris
martie@fumcwausau.org

“But let’s not forget personal conversion. That’s what
Christianity is for. We can feed and house people all
we want, but that won’t save them from hell or get
them to heaven.”
We know worship is important, and we want it to be
vibrant and vital. Yet, we have many diverse and
sometimes incompatible ideas of what "good" worship
on Sunday morning should include.

Jayneann McIntosh
jmcintosh@fumcwausau.org

Finance Director
Martie Pahris
finance@fumcwausau.org
Administrative Assistant
Joan Stroyny
joan@fumcwausau.org
Building Engineer

Andy White

903 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Monday – Thursday
fumc@fumcwausau.org
www.fumcwausau.org

A Financial Narrative for February 2019
Throughout 2018 I’ve written a series of articles describing the financial process our church uses. The goal was
to help you understand this process without getting bogged down in lists of numbers.
But the numbers are important and the Finance Committee has been watching them carefully throughout the
year. Out of a budget of $359,000 we ended up being only $1,200 short. Thanks to everyone for your generous
giving that help us to do God’s work here in Wausau and beyond!
As a finance committee we try to be good stewards of
the money that you entrust to us, but we also need to
be good stewards of all the resources the church has.
One of the resources we have to work with is the endowment. Over many years, church members have
made significant contributions that have been invested
through the United Methodist Foundation. Many of
these funds have specific designations, such as for
pastoral housing, organ maintenance, or college scholarships. Other funds don’t have such restrictions and
are available to use as approved of by the Finance
Committee, Board of Trustees and Ministries Council.
Unfortunately, we have been relying on these funds
more than I, and other church leadership, likes to see.
Of our total income in 2018, $45,000 came from the
endowment (and we’ll need to take the $1,200 deficit
from there, too). Even in good years this is beyond the
earning potential of the unrestricted funds and could
lead to severely depleting our endowment accounts.

What should we do about this?
First, we should be thankful that we have enough resources to be able to worry about how to spend them.
Our forefathers and mothers gave us gifts that we are
able to use as we face the changes we as a congregation are going through. Now we need to look at how
we approach the coming years as faithful followers of
Christ. Our desire is to build on what we already are as
a congregation to make ourselves a stronger community within the Wausau area. Our involvement in MCCI
is a major part of that. We need to prayerfully work
toward growing our congregation. Will that resolve
our financial future? Not necessarily, but it will help
us become a stronger church, which will be better able
to weather the unknown future. And with the gift of
the endowment we have some buffer we can use to
tide us over as we grow in a new direction.
Wes Ebert, Chair of Finance Committee

Milestones
Deaths: We gr ieve this month
with the loss of these members of
our church or of our families.
Elsie Campbell, a long time member of our congregation, died January 6th. Our thoughts and prayers
are with her family and friends at
this time, as well as our own congregation. A memorial service will
be held in May.

UW Extension, 212 River Dr.
Feb. 5 - April 11
Tues-Wed 7:45am - 12:15pm
Merrill Enrichment Center, 303 N. Sales St.
Thurs., Feb. 14 & Thurs. March 14
9:00am –2:00pm
Mosinee United Methodist Church, 607 13th St.
Thursday March 21st
10:30am-1:30pm
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Bill Owen

2

Thomas Schmoldt

7

Warren Fabel
Gregory Chang
Susan Chang
Geraldine Slock

14

Cati Quiros

16

Erik Anderson
Anjali Dvorak

18

Krista Weaver

19

Anna Schreiber
Cora Getzin

Jason Majernik

Vincent Howard, a long time 9
member of our congregation, died
10
January 19th . Our thoughts &
prayers are with his family and
friends at this time, as well as our
12
own congregation.

Jordan Fischer

21

Jaden Love

Sarah Cowan
Cameron Milne
Autumn Seiser

23

Pat Higgins

25

Danielle Del Conte
Sue Marquardt

27

Bernice Kohlman
Wes Ebert
David Quiros

28

Patricia Krause*
Lelynd Hassberg

Josie Rybarczyk

* Signifies a member who for health reasons cannot be at church regularly.
We invite you this month to remember these members in your prayers.

Live and Share
God’s Love …

Would you, or someone you know, like some free professional help with your taxes? The AARP Foundation
is offering free consultation for those with low to
moderate income (emphasis on age 60+). Appointments are required. Call 715.298.5734 (Jan.17-April
5) weekdays, 9am-1pm to schedule.
Dates and locations for the help include:

1

8

with
peace, joy & hope

Tax Preparation Help Available

February Birthdays

Mark your Calendars! March 3rd!!
Combined Worship Service
with Holy Communion, 9:00 a.m.
Missional Church Consultation Initiative
All-Church Event, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday March 3rd will be a Special Day at First United Methodist
Church of Wausau! We’ll begin with a combined worship service at 9 a.m.
then after some fellowship and snacks, we’ll all sit down to learn more
about what this MCCI is all about!

FUMC Wired

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. This is your church! Plan on joining the
rest of your church family for this interactive
event and find out what’s ahead for all of us.

Website: fumcwausau.org
with links to the weekly sermon
in text and podcast
facebook.com/WausauFUMC
WiFi Network: FUMC Public
(password: fumcpublic)
Phone: 715.842.2201

Savvy Seniors will meet at
11:30am on Monday, February 4
at The Great Dane, 2305 Sherman St, Wausau

Childcare will be provided
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New Nonprofit Turns
Coffee into Employment
Meagan Ewton
In a small basement office in Oklahoma City, a new
non-profit is hoping coffee can address a societal
problem: employment after incarceration.
Red River Roasters is dreaming big and starting small:
three flavors, three blends, one grinder and one heat
sealer. The endeavor was founded by Redemption
Church, a ministry of Oklahoma’s Criminal Justice
and Mercy Ministries that meets at OKC-Penn Ave.
Crystal King, the first, and so far only, employee,
grinds and seals each pound of coffee by hand. She
likened the work to starting a small business one relationship at a time. “I am not a salesman, but when it
comes to the mission of helping people come out of
prison, I can be excited about that,” King said. “I am
one of those people.”
King, who was previously incarcerated for 42 months,
is a graduate of Exodus House, a temporary residential
program that helps people newly released from prison
re-enter society. She believes Red River Roasters has
the potential to change lives. “It’s truly scary to be a
success (after incarceration). The statistics are stacked
against you,” King said. “What people need are jobs.
That can be the difference between succeeding and
going back to prison.”
This sentiment was the motivating factor behind start11/2/2018

Interested In Visiting with People?

February 1

9:00am

February 3

Executive Committee
Soup-er Sunday Sale
(during Education
Hour & Coffee Hour)

February 13

Canceled Mary Faith Circle

February 14

3:00pm

Love/Hope Circle

February 19

6:30pm

Unit Meeting
(7pm Sara Roquemore will
speak on the Mission Trip to
Guatemala)

February 24

6:00pm

Justa Circle

Equal Exchange Fair Trade Products News
I would like to thank all the people who continue to
purchase Equal Exchange products. By choosing the
fairly traded coffee, chocolate and tea you are supporting a more equitable alternative trade system that empowers small farmers worldwide. In addition you ae
supporting UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief) as well as United Methodist Women’s mission
projects.
We have changed some of the inventory by adding
Organic English Breakfast Tea and Organic Ginger
Tea to our tea selections. The whole bean regular coffee was discontinued due to limited sales. We continue
to have a variety of chocolate bars along with baking
cocoa.
I encourage you to check out the cabinet in the parlor
which contains the products. If you would like more
information or have questions, please contact me at
715.842.5356. When you enjoy a good cup of coffee,
tea or eat a chocolate bar you are making a difference
in the lives of God’s children around the world.
Blessings to all, Mary Ann Dykes
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Do you have a little time in your schedule to share
with a person who isn’t able to get out and around
very easily? Several people within the church met recently to start identifying, along with Pastor Jayneann’s help, church members and constituents who
would enjoy more consistent contact with the church
at least once or twice a month. Many of these people
either have family that lives out of the area or have no
family at all. Due to their health and/or age, they are
unable to attend church regularly, but they like to
know that we at FUMC care about them.
We are in the process of pairing these people up
with someone willing to stop by at least once or twice
a month for a short visit. Between visits, phone calls
or notes/cards we can help keep the connection going,
if that’s possible. Hopefully your attention and interest
has been caught now, and you’d like more information.
There are a number of people you can talk to about
how to get involved. Please ask Mary Ann Dykes,
Bonnie Goertz, Arlene Trull or Maggie Schoenfeld for
more information. If you are already visiting someone
on a fairly regular basis, please let us know that as
well. We are going to try and keep documentation going on a consistent basis to hopefully not miss anyone.

ing the business, according to Rev. Brad Rogers, pastor of OKC-Penn Ave. and Redemption Church. He
said a conversation with the coffee supplier for Redemption Church led to the choice to create Red River
Roasters.
The nonprofit has received some support as they get
started, such as a donated coffee grinder, donated tables, and a CPA who donated time to set up the 501(c)
3 designation. The church also received a New People
New Places grant that in part supports the work of reducing recidivism through employment.
Rogers said that while they hope to grow enough to
roast their own beans and provide full coffee service to
their customers, the coffee is just the means used to
provide hope to the incarcerated community. “While
we’ve become passionate about coffee and still have a
lot to learn, coffee comes second to the mission of
changing lives and providing opportunities for the incarcerated community,” Rogers said. “As we gain success in this area, we will have a positive social impact
on not only the lives of individuals such as Crystal,
but also on the greater community.”
For her part, King is excited about the possibilities.
She plans to continue marketing to United Methodist
churches in the district as well as other nonprofits.
“Being a part of something like this is a game changer,” King said. “It can change somebody’s life. It
changed my life.”
The Red River Roasters store can be found online at
redriverroasters.org.

Breakthroughs!!!
Where have you noticed God-activity lately?
When did you pause and think,
“God is part of what’s happening here!”?
Where have you felt that God was working
behind the scenes to effect some good thing –
in your or your family’s life, in your neighborhood,
in the church?
I don’t know about you but I’ve been seeing them all
over the place. Committees and Ministry Teams have
started talking about where they’ve seen God-at-work
as part of our opening devotions time.
Some of these God-Sightings have included:
Sisters & brothers who hadn’t been speaking
have started talking again.
⇒ People opened their hearts and wallets so that
everyone who said they wanted to work for
⇒

⇒

⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒

⇒

Mission Guatemala was able to go.
The Woodson YMCA will be sharing our space
here at church for their childcare program during
the spring/summer expansion.
Ongoing sobriety
People who hadn’t been coming to Wednesday
evening programing are coming to church
Wednesdays for classes, meals, and fellowship.
Ditto to different people joining us at Coffee
Fellowship after worship.
More than thirty percent of the people who
completed Estimate of Financial Giving cards
increased their amounts.
We have two great entryways now.

The list goes on and on. If you have ever wondered if
your prayers matter, they do! Keep praying and asking
God to help us be who God knows we can be!
Page 9

We’re starting our Lenten study early!
The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach
About Jesus's Final Days in Jerusalem
Wednesdays, beginning Feb 13, at 5 p.m. in Rm. 101
Top Jesus scholars Marcus Borg and John Dominic
Crossan reveal a radical, little-known Jesus. They discovered that many Christians are unclear on the details
of events during the week leading up to Jesus's crucifixion.
Using Mark’s gospel account, they present a day-byday account of Jesus's final
week of life.
Informed, challenged, and
inspired, we not only meet
the historical Jesus, but meet
a new Jesus who engages us
and invites us to follow him.
Books are available at
Janke’s. (Used & new also
available online.)

21-Day Financial Fast:
Financial Peace and Freedom in 21 Days
Coming in March
Award-winning writer & The Washington Post columnist Michelle Singletary proposes a field-tested financial challenge. For 21 days, participants put away
their credit cards and buy only the barest essentials.
During this three-week financial fast, we will discover
how to:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Break bad spending habits
Plot a course to become debt-free
Avoid the temptation of overspending for college
Learn how to prepare for future long-term care expenses
Be prepared for any contingency
Stop worrying about money & find the priceless
power of financial peace

The 21-Day Financial Fast
is great for earners at any
income-level or stage of
life. Maybe there’s someone
you’d like to encourage to
come.
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An Introduction to Feminist Theology

riages
Removes restrictive language from the Book of
Discipline that prohibits same-gender weddings at
UMC properties and ordination of “self-avowed
practicing homosexuals”
♦ Does not require churches or conferences to accept
such practices and contains language to protect
consciences of pastors and congregations

Monday and Thursday, Feb 4th – 18th, 2 - 4 PM

♦

God is described in mescaline language in scripture
and Christian literature. A male image of God dominates not only in our theology but also in our daily
conversation. We always refer to God as male. The
Bible is a product of a patriarchal society where women’s voice is diminished. Theologians have continued
to ignore women experiences and contribution to biblical theology. The second part of the class offers an
introduction to feminist theology by emphasizing the
role of gender and sexuality within this theology.
Learn the reason behind Christian feminists developing a theology with a purpose to reinterpret the scriptures and church traditions in the context of patriarchal
culture. Cost: $69
Instructor: Niveen Sarras, is a Palestinian Christian
from Bethlehem who received her Ph.D. in the Old
Testament from Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. She is the pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Wausau. Her interests are in ecumenical and interfaith dialogue.
UW Stevens Point at Wausau.
For questions or help with registering, please contact
the Office of Continuing Education at 715-261-6294

Wesleyan Heritage Confirmation Retreat

Mission Offering
This month we celebrate our church's mission and
ministry to the community by supporting the Personal
Needs Closet. In 2018, we helped over a thousand
people stretch their budget by providing household
supplies. To give to this mission offering, use the
small brown envelopes in the pew rack.

March 1-2 at Lake Lucerne Camp
Led by a team of experienced pastors from across the
state, Wesleyan Heritage is a retreat to introduce confirmation students to the deep heritage of the United
Methodist Church.
Cost is $70/youth. Deadline for Group Registration is
February 15th. Questions can be directed to Collin
Grooms - Lake Lucerne Site Director cgrooms@wisconsinumc.org

Random Thoughts - February 2019
by Mike Zahn
There is a Special Session of the General Conference
Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis to decide between three options that the council of Bishops are offering as a
“Way Forward” on sexuality. Here are summaries of
each:
One Church Plan Summary (r ecommended by the
Council of Bishops):
♦ Affirms sexual relations only within the covenant
of monogamous marriage between two adults
(thereby permitting homosexual marriage)
♦ Declares we are not of one mind regarding human
sexuality and permits persons in the church to interpret and decide issues of human sexuality differently
♦ Permits pastors to bless monogamous homosexual
marriages anywhere secular law permits such mar-

Connectional Plan Summary:
♦ Replaces current five U.S. jurisdictional conferences with three connectional conferences based
on affinity on issues related to the definition of
marriage and ordination standards - Progressive,
Unity, and Traditional
♦ All three would use a general Book of Discipline
(Articles of Religion, General Rules, Confession
of Faith) with the ability to adapt other portions to
their context of ministry
♦ Provides space for different practices and beliefs
by the different connectional conferences
♦ Central conferences could choose to be own connectional conference or join a U.S. one
♦ Requires numerous Constitutional Amendments
“Modified” Traditional Plan Summary:
♦ Retains the church’s current position on the practice of homosexuality, enhances accountability,
and provides a gracious exit path from annual conferences, local churches, and clergy who cannot
abide by the requirements of the Book of Discipline into a new self-governing Methodist church
Please contact me or Pastor Jayneann if you have any
questions about this and please pray for a loving outcome.
Note from Pastor Jayneann:
Please pray for the worldwide United Methodist
Church as individuals and churches prepare for
February’s specially-called General Conference.
Many, many people have strong feelings or
opinions about the inclusion of GLBTQ+
persons as clergy and about clergypersons’
right to marry them. Pray for the women and
men who will attend this conference and those
who will remain at home.
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WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
1:00pm
MONDAY
6:00pm

Morning Chapel
Education Hour
Worship, Sanctuary
Fellowship Time, Parlor
Grapevine Faith Alliance Worship
Yoga, Rm 19, Lower Level

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
5:00pm
Children’s Music
5:30pm
Chinese Bible Study
6:00pm
WNL meal, Fellowship Hall
6:30pm
Jubilate Bells
7:15pm
Chancel Choir, Chapel
THURSDAY
8:30am
AA, B. K. Smith Room
7:00pm
Boy Scouts, Basement
FRIDAY
Office Closed
SATURDAY
Office Closed

FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS
National Fasting February
Free & Open Source Software Month
Black History Month
National Bird Feeding Month
National Heart Month
National Library Lover’s Month
February 1
9:00am

Friday
UMW Executive Committee Meeting

February 3
9:00am

Sunday
UMW Soup-er Sunday Sale

February 4
Monday
11:30am Savvy Seniors,The Great Dane
February 6
9:30am

Wednesday
Sunshine Gals

February 9
11:00am

Saturday
Growing Generous Givers Training

February 12
1:00pm
5:30pm
6:15pm

Tuesday
Personal Needs Closet
Board of Trustees, B.K. Smith Room
Missions Team, Parlor

Here at First United Methodist Church, a person has all sorts of ways to serve –
inside the building and in the wider communities,
with indoor quiet work, with tasks that involve sweat equity.
There are ways for each person to contribute to building God’s realm on earth.
Below are just a few of the ways.

…the

Human One didn’t
come to be served but rather
to serve and to give his life
to liberate many people.

February 13 Wednesday
9:00am MOM’s Club of Wausau
February 14
3:00pm
6:00pm

Thursday
Love/Hope Circle, Parlor
Cub Scouts, Basement

February 16
9:30am

Saturday
North Central District Gathering:
Wesley United Methodist Church

February 19
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Tuesday
Staff/Parish
Relations
Committee
Room 101
UMW Unit Meeting
Finance Committee, Rm 101

February 21
10:30am
6:00pm

Thursday
Downtown Memory Café
Cub Scouts, Basement

February 23
9:00am

Saturday
Personal Needs Closet

February 24
6:00pm

Sunday
UMW Justa Circle, Parlor

February 26
1:00pm
5:30pm
6:00pm

Tuesday
Prayer Shawl Group
Worship Design
Welcome & Communications, Parlor

Mark 10:45

North Central District Gathering
Growing in Christ & Faithful Living.
Saturday, Feb 16 9:30am – 4:30pm
Wausau: Wesley UMC

Display Cases
Would you like to display something in the case outside the office? We would love to see it!
Artwork; Collections; Antiques; Photos;
anything you’d like to share.
Please contact the church at 715-842-2201 or Mike
Zahn (715-302-5164) to make arrangements.

This is a chance to connect between churches and
grow together in Christ and faithful living. The
event is opened to everyone. We will have 10
churches sharing their wisdom and stories.
Rev. Dr. Wesley Jacob, keynote speaker, holds
Ph.D.’s in Astrophysics and in Ante-Nicene Patristics. He has authored fourteen books on Astrophysics, Black Holes, Time Warps, Ante-Nicene Patristics, Systematic Theology, World Religions, Subaltern Studies and Enlightenment Science, Epistemology and Postmodern Hermeneutics. Wesley currently serves as the Pastor of Elroy and Wonewoc United Methodist Churches.

FAITH IN STITCHES
Crafters Retreat
A retreat for knitters and
crocheters to spend time
together sharing their skills
and fellowship with other
stitchers. New knitters and
crocheters are welcome!
Look forward to meeting
fellow crafters for a weekend retreat filled with projects, relaxation, great food, and fun! For questions
and more information about this retreat, please contact
Melissa Borth - melissa.borth@gmail.com

Helen and Leonard Pivet
Scholarship
Are you planning to attend college, technical school,
or graduate school this fall? Our church offers a
scholarship - $2000 a year, renewable for up to four
years - for members who could use that boost. The
application is available in the Office or on the website
and is due on March 1.
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Here at First United Methodist Church, a person has all sorts of ways to serve –
inside the building and in the wider communities,
with indoor quiet work, with tasks that involve sweat equity.
There are ways for each person to contribute to building God’s realm on earth.
Below are just a few of the ways.

…the

Human One didn’t
come to be served but rather
to serve and to give his life
to liberate many people.

February 13 Wednesday
9:00am MOM’s Club of Wausau
February 14
3:00pm
6:00pm

Thursday
Love/Hope Circle, Parlor
Cub Scouts, Basement

February 16
9:30am

Saturday
North Central District Gathering:
Wesley United Methodist Church

February 19
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Tuesday
Staff/Parish
Relations
Committee
Room 101
UMW Unit Meeting
Finance Committee, Rm 101

February 21
10:30am
6:00pm

Thursday
Downtown Memory Café
Cub Scouts, Basement

February 23
9:00am

Saturday
Personal Needs Closet

February 24
6:00pm

Sunday
UMW Justa Circle, Parlor

February 26
1:00pm
5:30pm
6:00pm

Tuesday
Prayer Shawl Group
Worship Design
Welcome & Communications, Parlor

Mark 10:45

North Central District Gathering
Growing in Christ & Faithful Living.
Saturday, Feb 16 9:30am – 4:30pm
Wausau: Wesley UMC

Display Cases
Would you like to display something in the case outside the office? We would love to see it!
Artwork; Collections; Antiques; Photos;
anything you’d like to share.
Please contact the church at 715-842-2201 or Mike
Zahn (715-302-5164) to make arrangements.

This is a chance to connect between churches and
grow together in Christ and faithful living. The
event is opened to everyone. We will have 10
churches sharing their wisdom and stories.
Rev. Dr. Wesley Jacob, keynote speaker, holds
Ph.D.’s in Astrophysics and in Ante-Nicene Patristics. He has authored fourteen books on Astrophysics, Black Holes, Time Warps, Ante-Nicene Patristics, Systematic Theology, World Religions, Subaltern Studies and Enlightenment Science, Epistemology and Postmodern Hermeneutics. Wesley currently serves as the Pastor of Elroy and Wonewoc United Methodist Churches.

FAITH IN STITCHES
Crafters Retreat
A retreat for knitters and
crocheters to spend time
together sharing their skills
and fellowship with other
stitchers. New knitters and
crocheters are welcome!
Look forward to meeting
fellow crafters for a weekend retreat filled with projects, relaxation, great food, and fun! For questions
and more information about this retreat, please contact
Melissa Borth - melissa.borth@gmail.com

Helen and Leonard Pivet
Scholarship
Are you planning to attend college, technical school,
or graduate school this fall? Our church offers a
scholarship - $2000 a year, renewable for up to four
years - for members who could use that boost. The
application is available in the Office or on the website
and is due on March 1.

We’re starting our Lenten study early!
The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach
About Jesus's Final Days in Jerusalem
Wednesdays, beginning Feb 13, at 5 p.m. in Rm. 101
Top Jesus scholars Marcus Borg and John Dominic
Crossan reveal a radical, little-known Jesus. They discovered that many Christians are unclear on the details
of events during the week leading up to Jesus's crucifixion.
Using Mark’s gospel account, they present a day-byday account of Jesus's final
week of life.
Informed, challenged, and
inspired, we not only meet
the historical Jesus, but meet
a new Jesus who engages us
and invites us to follow him.
Books are available at
Janke’s. (Used & new also
available online.)

21-Day Financial Fast:
Financial Peace and Freedom in 21 Days
Coming in March
Award-winning writer & The Washington Post columnist Michelle Singletary proposes a field-tested financial challenge. For 21 days, participants put away
their credit cards and buy only the barest essentials.
During this three-week financial fast, we will discover
how to:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Break bad spending habits
Plot a course to become debt-free
Avoid the temptation of overspending for college
Learn how to prepare for future long-term care expenses
Be prepared for any contingency
Stop worrying about money & find the priceless
power of financial peace

The 21-Day Financial Fast
is great for earners at any
income-level or stage of
life. Maybe there’s someone
you’d like to encourage to
come.
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An Introduction to Feminist Theology

riages
Removes restrictive language from the Book of
Discipline that prohibits same-gender weddings at
UMC properties and ordination of “self-avowed
practicing homosexuals”
♦ Does not require churches or conferences to accept
such practices and contains language to protect
consciences of pastors and congregations

Monday and Thursday, Feb 4th – 18th, 2 - 4 PM

♦

God is described in mescaline language in scripture
and Christian literature. A male image of God dominates not only in our theology but also in our daily
conversation. We always refer to God as male. The
Bible is a product of a patriarchal society where women’s voice is diminished. Theologians have continued
to ignore women experiences and contribution to biblical theology. The second part of the class offers an
introduction to feminist theology by emphasizing the
role of gender and sexuality within this theology.
Learn the reason behind Christian feminists developing a theology with a purpose to reinterpret the scriptures and church traditions in the context of patriarchal
culture. Cost: $69
Instructor: Niveen Sarras, is a Palestinian Christian
from Bethlehem who received her Ph.D. in the Old
Testament from Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. She is the pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Wausau. Her interests are in ecumenical and interfaith dialogue.
UW Stevens Point at Wausau.
For questions or help with registering, please contact
the Office of Continuing Education at 715-261-6294

Wesleyan Heritage Confirmation Retreat

Mission Offering
This month we celebrate our church's mission and
ministry to the community by supporting the Personal
Needs Closet. In 2018, we helped over a thousand
people stretch their budget by providing household
supplies. To give to this mission offering, use the
small brown envelopes in the pew rack.

March 1-2 at Lake Lucerne Camp
Led by a team of experienced pastors from across the
state, Wesleyan Heritage is a retreat to introduce confirmation students to the deep heritage of the United
Methodist Church.
Cost is $70/youth. Deadline for Group Registration is
February 15th. Questions can be directed to Collin
Grooms - Lake Lucerne Site Director cgrooms@wisconsinumc.org

Random Thoughts - February 2019
by Mike Zahn
There is a Special Session of the General Conference
Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis to decide between three options that the council of Bishops are offering as a
“Way Forward” on sexuality. Here are summaries of
each:
One Church Plan Summary (r ecommended by the
Council of Bishops):
♦ Affirms sexual relations only within the covenant
of monogamous marriage between two adults
(thereby permitting homosexual marriage)
♦ Declares we are not of one mind regarding human
sexuality and permits persons in the church to interpret and decide issues of human sexuality differently
♦ Permits pastors to bless monogamous homosexual
marriages anywhere secular law permits such mar-

Connectional Plan Summary:
♦ Replaces current five U.S. jurisdictional conferences with three connectional conferences based
on affinity on issues related to the definition of
marriage and ordination standards - Progressive,
Unity, and Traditional
♦ All three would use a general Book of Discipline
(Articles of Religion, General Rules, Confession
of Faith) with the ability to adapt other portions to
their context of ministry
♦ Provides space for different practices and beliefs
by the different connectional conferences
♦ Central conferences could choose to be own connectional conference or join a U.S. one
♦ Requires numerous Constitutional Amendments
“Modified” Traditional Plan Summary:
♦ Retains the church’s current position on the practice of homosexuality, enhances accountability,
and provides a gracious exit path from annual conferences, local churches, and clergy who cannot
abide by the requirements of the Book of Discipline into a new self-governing Methodist church
Please contact me or Pastor Jayneann if you have any
questions about this and please pray for a loving outcome.
Note from Pastor Jayneann:
Please pray for the worldwide United Methodist
Church as individuals and churches prepare for
February’s specially-called General Conference.
Many, many people have strong feelings or
opinions about the inclusion of GLBTQ+
persons as clergy and about clergypersons’
right to marry them. Pray for the women and
men who will attend this conference and those
who will remain at home.
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New Nonprofit Turns
Coffee into Employment
Meagan Ewton
In a small basement office in Oklahoma City, a new
non-profit is hoping coffee can address a societal
problem: employment after incarceration.
Red River Roasters is dreaming big and starting small:
three flavors, three blends, one grinder and one heat
sealer. The endeavor was founded by Redemption
Church, a ministry of Oklahoma’s Criminal Justice
and Mercy Ministries that meets at OKC-Penn Ave.
Crystal King, the first, and so far only, employee,
grinds and seals each pound of coffee by hand. She
likened the work to starting a small business one relationship at a time. “I am not a salesman, but when it
comes to the mission of helping people come out of
prison, I can be excited about that,” King said. “I am
one of those people.”
King, who was previously incarcerated for 42 months,
is a graduate of Exodus House, a temporary residential
program that helps people newly released from prison
re-enter society. She believes Red River Roasters has
the potential to change lives. “It’s truly scary to be a
success (after incarceration). The statistics are stacked
against you,” King said. “What people need are jobs.
That can be the difference between succeeding and
going back to prison.”
This sentiment was the motivating factor behind start11/2/2018

Interested In Visiting with People?

February 1

9:00am

February 3

Executive Committee
Soup-er Sunday Sale
(during Education
Hour & Coffee Hour)

February 13

Canceled Mary Faith Circle

February 14

3:00pm

Love/Hope Circle

February 19

6:30pm

Unit Meeting
(7pm Sara Roquemore will
speak on the Mission Trip to
Guatemala)

February 24

6:00pm

Justa Circle

Equal Exchange Fair Trade Products News
I would like to thank all the people who continue to
purchase Equal Exchange products. By choosing the
fairly traded coffee, chocolate and tea you are supporting a more equitable alternative trade system that empowers small farmers worldwide. In addition you ae
supporting UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief) as well as United Methodist Women’s mission
projects.
We have changed some of the inventory by adding
Organic English Breakfast Tea and Organic Ginger
Tea to our tea selections. The whole bean regular coffee was discontinued due to limited sales. We continue
to have a variety of chocolate bars along with baking
cocoa.
I encourage you to check out the cabinet in the parlor
which contains the products. If you would like more
information or have questions, please contact me at
715.842.5356. When you enjoy a good cup of coffee,
tea or eat a chocolate bar you are making a difference
in the lives of God’s children around the world.
Blessings to all, Mary Ann Dykes
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Do you have a little time in your schedule to share
with a person who isn’t able to get out and around
very easily? Several people within the church met recently to start identifying, along with Pastor Jayneann’s help, church members and constituents who
would enjoy more consistent contact with the church
at least once or twice a month. Many of these people
either have family that lives out of the area or have no
family at all. Due to their health and/or age, they are
unable to attend church regularly, but they like to
know that we at FUMC care about them.
We are in the process of pairing these people up
with someone willing to stop by at least once or twice
a month for a short visit. Between visits, phone calls
or notes/cards we can help keep the connection going,
if that’s possible. Hopefully your attention and interest
has been caught now, and you’d like more information.
There are a number of people you can talk to about
how to get involved. Please ask Mary Ann Dykes,
Bonnie Goertz, Arlene Trull or Maggie Schoenfeld for
more information. If you are already visiting someone
on a fairly regular basis, please let us know that as
well. We are going to try and keep documentation going on a consistent basis to hopefully not miss anyone.

ing the business, according to Rev. Brad Rogers, pastor of OKC-Penn Ave. and Redemption Church. He
said a conversation with the coffee supplier for Redemption Church led to the choice to create Red River
Roasters.
The nonprofit has received some support as they get
started, such as a donated coffee grinder, donated tables, and a CPA who donated time to set up the 501(c)
3 designation. The church also received a New People
New Places grant that in part supports the work of reducing recidivism through employment.
Rogers said that while they hope to grow enough to
roast their own beans and provide full coffee service to
their customers, the coffee is just the means used to
provide hope to the incarcerated community. “While
we’ve become passionate about coffee and still have a
lot to learn, coffee comes second to the mission of
changing lives and providing opportunities for the incarcerated community,” Rogers said. “As we gain success in this area, we will have a positive social impact
on not only the lives of individuals such as Crystal,
but also on the greater community.”
For her part, King is excited about the possibilities.
She plans to continue marketing to United Methodist
churches in the district as well as other nonprofits.
“Being a part of something like this is a game changer,” King said. “It can change somebody’s life. It
changed my life.”
The Red River Roasters store can be found online at
redriverroasters.org.

Breakthroughs!!!
Where have you noticed God-activity lately?
When did you pause and think,
“God is part of what’s happening here!”?
Where have you felt that God was working
behind the scenes to effect some good thing –
in your or your family’s life, in your neighborhood,
in the church?
I don’t know about you but I’ve been seeing them all
over the place. Committees and Ministry Teams have
started talking about where they’ve seen God-at-work
as part of our opening devotions time.
Some of these God-Sightings have included:
Sisters & brothers who hadn’t been speaking
have started talking again.
⇒ People opened their hearts and wallets so that
everyone who said they wanted to work for
⇒

⇒

⇒
⇒

⇒
⇒

⇒

Mission Guatemala was able to go.
The Woodson YMCA will be sharing our space
here at church for their childcare program during
the spring/summer expansion.
Ongoing sobriety
People who hadn’t been coming to Wednesday
evening programing are coming to church
Wednesdays for classes, meals, and fellowship.
Ditto to different people joining us at Coffee
Fellowship after worship.
More than thirty percent of the people who
completed Estimate of Financial Giving cards
increased their amounts.
We have two great entryways now.

The list goes on and on. If you have ever wondered if
your prayers matter, they do! Keep praying and asking
God to help us be who God knows we can be!
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A Financial Narrative for February 2019
Throughout 2018 I’ve written a series of articles describing the financial process our church uses. The goal was
to help you understand this process without getting bogged down in lists of numbers.
But the numbers are important and the Finance Committee has been watching them carefully throughout the
year. Out of a budget of $359,000 we ended up being only $1,200 short. Thanks to everyone for your generous
giving that help us to do God’s work here in Wausau and beyond!
As a finance committee we try to be good stewards of
the money that you entrust to us, but we also need to
be good stewards of all the resources the church has.
One of the resources we have to work with is the endowment. Over many years, church members have
made significant contributions that have been invested
through the United Methodist Foundation. Many of
these funds have specific designations, such as for
pastoral housing, organ maintenance, or college scholarships. Other funds don’t have such restrictions and
are available to use as approved of by the Finance
Committee, Board of Trustees and Ministries Council.
Unfortunately, we have been relying on these funds
more than I, and other church leadership, likes to see.
Of our total income in 2018, $45,000 came from the
endowment (and we’ll need to take the $1,200 deficit
from there, too). Even in good years this is beyond the
earning potential of the unrestricted funds and could
lead to severely depleting our endowment accounts.

What should we do about this?
First, we should be thankful that we have enough resources to be able to worry about how to spend them.
Our forefathers and mothers gave us gifts that we are
able to use as we face the changes we as a congregation are going through. Now we need to look at how
we approach the coming years as faithful followers of
Christ. Our desire is to build on what we already are as
a congregation to make ourselves a stronger community within the Wausau area. Our involvement in MCCI
is a major part of that. We need to prayerfully work
toward growing our congregation. Will that resolve
our financial future? Not necessarily, but it will help
us become a stronger church, which will be better able
to weather the unknown future. And with the gift of
the endowment we have some buffer we can use to
tide us over as we grow in a new direction.
Wes Ebert, Chair of Finance Committee

Milestones
Deaths: We gr ieve this month
with the loss of these members of
our church or of our families.
Elsie Campbell, a long time member of our congregation, died January 6th. Our thoughts and prayers
are with her family and friends at
this time, as well as our own congregation. A memorial service will
be held in May.

UW Extension, 212 River Dr.
Feb. 5 - April 11
Tues-Wed 7:45am - 12:15pm
Merrill Enrichment Center, 303 N. Sales St.
Thurs., Feb. 14 & Thurs. March 14
9:00am –2:00pm
Mosinee United Methodist Church, 607 13th St.
Thursday March 21st
10:30am-1:30pm
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Bill Owen

2

Thomas Schmoldt

7

Warren Fabel
Gregory Chang
Susan Chang
Geraldine Slock

14

Cati Quiros

16

Erik Anderson
Anjali Dvorak

18

Krista Weaver

19

Anna Schreiber
Cora Getzin

Jason Majernik

Vincent Howard, a long time 9
member of our congregation, died
10
January 19th . Our thoughts &
prayers are with his family and
friends at this time, as well as our
12
own congregation.

Jordan Fischer

21

Jaden Love

Sarah Cowan
Cameron Milne
Autumn Seiser

23

Pat Higgins

25

Danielle Del Conte
Sue Marquardt

27

Bernice Kohlman
Wes Ebert
David Quiros

28

Patricia Krause*
Lelynd Hassberg

Josie Rybarczyk

* Signifies a member who for health reasons cannot be at church regularly.
We invite you this month to remember these members in your prayers.

Live and Share
God’s Love …

Would you, or someone you know, like some free professional help with your taxes? The AARP Foundation
is offering free consultation for those with low to
moderate income (emphasis on age 60+). Appointments are required. Call 715.298.5734 (Jan.17-April
5) weekdays, 9am-1pm to schedule.
Dates and locations for the help include:

1

8

with
peace, joy & hope

Tax Preparation Help Available

February Birthdays

Mark your Calendars! March 3rd!!
Combined Worship Service
with Holy Communion, 9:00 a.m.
Missional Church Consultation Initiative
All-Church Event, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday March 3rd will be a Special Day at First United Methodist
Church of Wausau! We’ll begin with a combined worship service at 9 a.m.
then after some fellowship and snacks, we’ll all sit down to learn more
about what this MCCI is all about!

FUMC Wired

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. This is your church! Plan on joining the
rest of your church family for this interactive
event and find out what’s ahead for all of us.

Website: fumcwausau.org
with links to the weekly sermon
in text and podcast
facebook.com/WausauFUMC
WiFi Network: FUMC Public
(password: fumcpublic)
Phone: 715.842.2201

Savvy Seniors will meet at
11:30am on Monday, February 4
at The Great Dane, 2305 Sherman St, Wausau

Childcare will be provided
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This is part of an article (edited) that can be found at
umcdiscipleship.org/resources/how-and-why-shall-weworship

Happy 80th Birthday to
Mary Ann Dykes!

How (and Why) Shall We Worship?
by L. Edward Phillips with Taylor Burton-Edwards

The worship committee is meeting for the first time.
The chairperson asks the pastor, “What are we supposed to accomplish with this committee?”
The pastor answers, “Our goal is to facilitate good
worship for our church.”
“How will we know when we have done that? The
idea of ‘good worship’ seems a little vague to me.”
The pastor suggests, “Let’s poll this committee to find
out what our expectations of “good worship” might
be.”

Baptism Gems

“I like worship that uses the old traditional hymns,
such as ‘Blessed Assurance.’”
“But my teenagers want gospel songs they can clap
their hands to! Remember how much they liked the
Christian rock music performed by that touring youth
choir?”
A teenager joins in, “I didn’t like that at all! I find it
embarrassing when my church tries to do that stuff.”
Another teen says, “I do like it, as long as it helps me
and all of us feel the presence of the Holy Spirit.”
“I think we should always say the Lord’s Prayer.”
“But do we have to say it every Sunday? I like it when
the pastor just makes up the prayer.”

Does this scenario sound familiar in your congregation? We know worship is important, and we want it to
be vibrant and vital. Yet, we have many diverse and
sometimes incompatible ideas of what “good” worship
on Sunday morning should include.
Some prefer what we call “traditional worship” that
gives us a strong sense of continuity with our tradition,
using traditional hymns, prayers, and creeds. Others
prefer what has been called “contemporary worship,”
which uses different technologies, leadership and music styles, and seems to appeal more to the experience
of God in the now than the people’s connection with
God across the ages and eternally. Some idealize worship that culminates in a call to conversion or commitment, while still others expect worship primarily to
inspire or challenge their thinking.
These differences in expectations turn out not to be
simply about style. More fundamentally, they’re about
what we think we’re doing in worship, what we understand the ultimate purposes of worship may be…
What do you believe about worship? What makes it
worshipful? How should a church decide what to
include and what to leave out? Share your thoughts
with our Worship Design Ministry Team – Margaret
Getzin, Meagan Fandrey, Lin Strong, Kurt Hornby,
Vicki Nowaczyk or Martie Pahris.

“Isn’t worship supposed to give us something to think
about?”

Missions Guatemala
Shareholder’s Dinner

STAFF

“We think all the time. We don’t need more thinking.
We need more of the presence of God.”

Pastor

The teenager speaks up again, “We can’t just think or
feel all to ourselves and call ourselves Christians,
right? We need worship to get us out there, to focus
more on the social issues and people all around us,
like hunger, or the homeless man who tries to wash
our windshields when we get in our cars.”

Faith Formation, Music Director Martie Pahris
martie@fumcwausau.org

“But let’s not forget personal conversion. That’s what
Christianity is for. We can feed and house people all
we want, but that won’t save them from hell or get
them to heaven.”
We know worship is important, and we want it to be
vibrant and vital. Yet, we have many diverse and
sometimes incompatible ideas of what "good" worship
on Sunday morning should include.

Jayneann McIntosh
jmcintosh@fumcwausau.org

Finance Director
Martie Pahris
finance@fumcwausau.org
Administrative Assistant
Joan Stroyny
joan@fumcwausau.org
Building Engineer

Andy White

903 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Monday – Thursday
fumc@fumcwausau.org
www.fumcwausau.org
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From Pastor Jayneann’s pen
On my way to or from Israel/Palestine in November (I don’t
remember which, those flights are all a blur) I watched the movie
Avatar. It was a way to pass some time. Being environmentally
minded I enjoyed the movie, but I’m not going to talk about that.

WAUSAU, WI 54403

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In the course of the movie, the lead
male and female characters bonded. I
was struck by the way in which their
culture – fictional though it was –
identified that they were claiming the
relationship.

Live and Share God's Love

Sermon Series: See All the People
Sunday Worship Times
8:00 a.m.

Morning Chapel

10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary

With Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month.
As United Methodists, we practice Open Communion. All who are seeking God are welcome at Christ’s table.

Sunday, February 3

Sunday, February 17
4th Sunday after Epiphany

Theme:
Text:

Love. Now I Get It!
1 Corinthians 13; Matthew 21:28-31

6th Sunday after Epiphany

Theme:
Text:

7th Sunday after Epiphany

5th Sunday after Epiphany

Text:

Luke 6:17-26

Sunday, February 24

Sunday, February 10
Theme:

The Expectant Crowd

The Pressing Crowd
Luke 5:1-11

Theme:
Text:

The Questioning Crowd
Luke 6:27-38

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WAUSAU

“I see you.”
It’s a special thing when we feel that
someone really, truly sees us as we
are. So often we want to remake
people and they want to remake us.
We want to fit others in the niches
we already have in our lives. Instead
of welcoming them in all their quirky
fullness, we say or hear, “If only
you’d… (fill in the blank)” or “Why
do you…”
How wonderful when we can know a
person completely and accept them
just as they are. And how precious it
is to us when we feel known and
accepted just as we are.
Two thousand years ago, people were
always around Jesus because of his
preaching, teaching, and healing.
Jesus truly saw all the people; and as
a result, people were always with
him.
As we work to make more and
deeper connections in our
communities, we would do well to
follow Jesus’ example, to notice how
he responded to the crowds.

let’s see what new and familiar ways
we can come up with to make
connections with the people in our
communities.
Besides this, let’s keep going with
our Breakthrough Prayer. This prayer
is a way for all of us, together, to ask
God to reveal the direction God
would have us go, the ministries God
would have us tackle, the people God
would have us know. Like I
mentioned last month, we are asking
God to do what we cannot do on our
own – even when it means changing
our church, even when it means
changing ourselves.
God, our hope beyond our own
abilities and our light in the
shadows, help us to draw close to
you and to notice your actions
that are as many and as varied
as the snowflakes. Let something
wonderful begin through us.
Amen.

So let’s keep praying. And let’s keep
watching for some of the many ways
that God is breaking through into the
life of First Church.

Beginning February 10th, we
will be starting a new worship
series called, “See All the
People.”
In this Season after Epiphany
(that’s what we call the time
after Christmas but before Lent)
715.842.2201

fumcwausau.org

